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part of the vast Soviet lowland that is even moderately good for agriculture
is a narrow wedge from the southern Urals eastward along the Siberian
Railway to Lake Baikal.
The other Asiatic lowlands are relatively small. Some, including
Mesopotamia, eastern Arabia, and the Indus Valley, are of little use be-
cause, like all west coast or interior regions in latitudes 20° to 30°, they
are deserts. This leaves the plains of the southeast and east as the only
large lowlands where a really dense population can be supported. These
include the Ganges Valley, a narrow strip on the east coast of India,
central Burma, southern Siam, southern Indo-China, and the plain that
extends from the Yang and Yellow Rivers (Yangtze and Hwang Ho)
through Manchuria to the Amur River. Having abundant rain in sum-
mer, these plains are able to support about 42 per cent of the entire
Asiatic population on about 3J4 per cent of the area. Another 22 per
cent of the Asiatics live on another 3 per cent of the land, consisting of
hilly or mountainous country close to the well-watered southeastern
plains, or on the neighboring islands of Ceylon, Java, the Philippines,
Taiwan (Formosa), and Japan.
Asiatic Highlands and Western Loops
Turning now from the lowlands to the highlands, the main feature
of the relief of Asia is a central mass of mountains and plateaus which
begins in Asia Minor (Turkey) and widens eastward as far as Bering
Strait in the northeast and the Malay Peninsula in the southeast. Much
of this huge mass is divided into loops where mountains form a rim
around plateaus or elevated basins. The first loop is Turkey, where moun-
tain ranges near the north and south coasts enclose the high Anatolian
Plateau. Toward the east the mountains unite in a sort of knot, the
Armenian Plateau, higher than Anatolia. There Mt. Ararat rises 17,000
feet at the meeting place of Turkey, Persia, and Russia. From this knot
the next loop opens out with the Elburz and Hindu Kush Mountains
on the north near the border where Soviet Russia joins Iran (Persia)
and Afghanistan, and with the South Persian and Baluchistan Moun-
tains on the south. Between these the great Iranian Plateau or Basin in-
cludes most of Iran, Afghanistan, and Baluchistan. Its lowest part,
Seistan, where these three countries meet, is occupied by swamps and large
shallow lakes which come and go according to the rainfall.
Salt lakes, or saline plains where such kkes have dried up, occupy many
other Asiatic depressions. An inland drainage, with rivers that wither
away in the desert or end in salt lakes, is characteristic not only of Iran,
but also of the Anatolian Plateau, and especially of the great basins farther
east. Outside the main mountains, there are also some such basins with

